8                              INTRODUCTION

for two days' modern battle. I have seen a child nation,
ruled by a man who was both noble and intelligent, done
brutally to death almost before it had begun to breathe.

The Italians do not figure much in these pages, which
are more the study of the Ethiopian people under fire than
,of the mechanical means and processes used to destroy their
resistance. The primary cause of their defeat was that
they had no arms, and were allowed none. The secondary
cause of their defeat was Italian air supremacy, exploited
eventually by the spraying of mustard gas.* The great
Ras said that they could not fight the heavens or the burning
rain.

The Danakil expedition and the Gondar mechanised
column had no effect upon the war or contact with the
Ethiopians, therefore they are not mentioned here.

The bombardment of Harrar, registered as a hospitalisa-
tion centre in December, had no effect upon the war. All
the Red Crosses in the town were hit and the material
damage was great, but it was a purposeless operation and
is therefore not mentioned here.

There is one thing which I must describe in this intro-
duction, not in the text.

Addis Ababa was during the last two months of the war
frequently reconnoitred by Italian aeroplanes, who also
machine-gunned the aerodrome. The population became
more and more nervous with each new raid. The object,
of course, was to create popular tension.

On April 27 pamphlets were dropped on Addis Ababa
which read :

" People of Shoa, listen !

" I am the head of the victorious Italian Army, and
will enter Addis Ababa with the help of God. The
Emperor and his First Army are useless and defeated.
Gondar Sokota and Dessye are taken by us. We are
masters of the Ogaden, and will enter Harrar within
a few days. These leaflets should be a greeting to

r1* wil1 be noticed that Konovaloff does not mention gas.   He is still in